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FOREIGN POLICY

OUTMODED
ASSUMPTIONS

Ideas and fears with deep roots in the
national psychology are helping to
perpetuate the Cold War
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HEN SOCIETY REQUIRES 10 be re-

| built, there is no use in attempt-

\ ing to rebuild it on the old plan.”

t “ No great improvements in the lot of
\mankind are possible, until a great
\change takes place in the fundamental

constitution of their modes of thought.”

- John Stuart Mill's admonitions are still+¢

valid. Since the Truman Doctrine of

1947—perhaps since Hiroshima and

-Nagasaki—the United States has been
" locked into a Cold War whose tempera-
ture has fluctuated over the years, and
now threatens to become incandescent.
The origins of that war have fascinated a
generation of historians whose disagree-
ments are by now irremediable, perhaps
because the explanations are not to be
found so much in unraveling the tangled
skein of history as in probing the philo-
sophical and psychological assumptions
| that were uncritically adopted at the be-

“ ginning of hostilities, and that have not

yet been subjected to serious re-exami-
nation by those in power.

1\ How are we to explain our obsession
J \With communism, our paranoid hostility
' \to the Soviet Union, oiiF prévecipation
with the Cold War, our reliance on mili-
~N tary rather than political or diplomatie
[\solutims,—mrd-"our new-readiness to en-

“tertain as a possibility what was long re-
garded as unthinkable—atomic warfare?

Can we avoid the “unthinkable” and
rebuild a world of peace and order with-
out a change in the “fundamental consti-
tution of [our] modes of thought”—
modes of thought themselves largely re-
sponsible for the crisis that glares upon
us with relentless insistence from every
quarter of the horizon?

Some of those assumptions have long
enjoyed the dignity of official endorse-
ment; some have been eroded in princi-
ple but linger on in official ideology—and
are held together by passionate emotion-
al harmony; some are sustained by inter-
ests so deeply entrenched that they
seem invulnerable to criticism. As a
body, the catechism of assumptions re-

ssembles in many respects that of the
?\Moral Majority: it is rooted in emotion
rather than in reason; it is negative rath-
er than positive in its objectives; it is in-

spired by fear rather than by confidence;
it is inconsistent and even contradictory
in logie.
Consider some of those assumptions
that have proved most tenacious.
1 Tirst is the assumption that the world
"kis divided between two great ideological
and power groups, one dedicated to free-
dom, the other to slavery. History ap-
pointed the United States to represent
and defend the first. The Soviet Union,
whether by appointment or not is un-
clear, represents the second. These two
“.worlds have been, for thirty years,
locked in fateful combat.

This simplistic picture has, over the
years, been badly distorted by develop-
ments that do not fit its logic: the conflict
between China and Russia; our own al-
most nonchalant rapprochement with
China; the emergence of a new power
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Atlamtic) that the CIA was a Wartime
agency. Not so. The Office of Strategic
Services, General Donovan’s group, was
the U.S. intelligence during World War
II. At war’s end, this agency was entire-
1y disbanded, and only then did the com-
pletely new CIA come into being with a
virtually new staff.

SALLY PHILLIPS

New York, N.Y.

our article “Will the Corn Belt End

Up in the Rivers?” (December At-
lantic) was pretty good. But it included
some misconceptions.

American farmers are not arbitrarily
slow to adopt new ideas. In fact, their
haste to adopt new ideas and methods
has been their undoing.

No-till or minimum-till farming has its
place. I have been growing corn by these
methods for five years now I started
with no-till, but found that in the hard,
compacted soils in this area it was not
possible to cover the seed adequately—
even with 1,200 pounds of extra weight
on a heavy no-till planter. T wanted to
shift to minimum-till—but found no com-
pany that would sell me a chisel plow for
a fifty-horsepower tractor.

I finally built my own chisel plow, and
have planted corn for several years with
minimum tillage. It works, but I need
heavy doses of herbicides. The most
common is Atrazine—but Atrazine per-
sists in the soil, go if you use it you are
forced to plant corn after corn; crop rota-
tion can come only at the expense of an
idle year in the rotation—which most
farmers can’t afford—or the use of a non-
persisting herbicide, which is much more
costly. Second, as herbicides are used
year after year, the weed population
gradually shifts to resistant forms.
Thus, in fields that once had no velvet-
leaf (a weed), I now find velvetleaf mov-
ing in—and thriving on the herhicides.

Agricultural experts have driven the
American farmer more and more toward
“agribusiness”—which has left the
American farmer so deep in debt that he
has no option but to force maximum pro-
duction from the land, which exposes the
land to erosion and degradation and cre-
ates huge crop surpluses that lower
prices, thus forcing increased production
at the expense of the future. This is the
basie problem, and no-till and minimum-
till, while they are useful techniques, are
not a pateh on the problem.

NATHAN OSER
Oriskany Falls, N.Y.

Make the blg leap into a

/ world that
offers so much

more for

so much less!

ROMANIA

Step back centuries into the unspoiled
beauty of traditional village fo[kways
horse-drawn vehicles and scenic trails in
the awe-inspiring Carpathian mountain
chain. Savor the riches of Moldavia's
painted monasteries and the wooden
churches of Maramures. Return to the
enchanting “1900 Paris” boulevards of
Bucharest or to the white sand beaches
of our sun drenched Black Sea resorts.
And the famed “Fountain of Youth”
treatments at Dr. Aslan’s spas offer
renewed health and vigor. Yes, you get
so much more for so much less in
romantic Romania.
Contact your travel agent now or send
for our FREE guide to many affordable
tours.
N it EREE TR R EEN DNEEN Gen DR ST BTN R T B e [Ty Eme S e S e

Romanian Naticnal Tourist Office

573 Third Avenue New York, N.Y. 10016

(212) 697-6971 Dept. 3-6A

Please send me your FREE guide on affordable tours in Romania.

NAME
ADDRESS .
CiTY

PHONE (

_STATE ZIP

This & the same
heavy duty, chrome
plated embosser used
by professional li-
brarians to mark and
identify books.

Now you can have
one with your own
name and initiak on
a 12" diameter seal.
It’s easy to use. :

simply insert the pagc squeeze the hand]e and
“LIBRARY OF (your name)"’ and initials will be

clearly embossed (see photo).

|Thousands sold at $20 or mom

Now Only $14.95 ea.

Print name and initials exactly the way you want them to appear.

i Ll_u
Thisqualityembﬂsser‘ll|J‘Ii|J“!ll“ii||‘1iiiiJ

3
is fully guaranteed and I For additional embossers, simply print names and initials on a separale sheel of paper.
comes with a handy : = i) i ~ =
Check One S s DE | o P
A

starage pouch.
C A check or money order is enclosed h
CPlease charge this purchase to: »

Please send —
embosser(s) at only Si4 95 each =
plus $1.75 each for postage and State Zip

insurance. (N.Y. and N.J. resi- Ofter good only in the continental US A 0038158

= Account # = et
: [ S O I L[
3 4 digils above
E Exp Date Signature your name
BARNES/SALE Name

i &NOBLE/ANNEX |,

¢ 126 FIFTH AVENUE DEPT. E 195

: NEW YORK, N.Y. 10011 c

Since this item has to be per- a
sonalized, please allow3to 5

weeks for delivery. dents: Please add sales tax.) < 1981 Barnes & Noble Bookstores, Inc.




your Ilbrary,_;

-Amencan lerary Asso

14

bloc in the Middle East; and the growing
reluctance of many members of the
“free-world” coalition to respect either
the freedom or the morality to whose de-
fense we are committed. None of these
developments has as yet persuaded
many Americans to modify their original
conviction that communism is the invet-
erate enemy.

A s% assumptlon is 1mp11c1t in the

enslavement of men but is godless and
‘deeply immoral. Therefore the™ Soviet
'Union can never be relied upon tokéep
1ts word; itis engaged in ceaseless ag-
gtrandlzement it makes a mockery of in-
ternational law and human dignity, and
trusts only force. From all this it follows
that for us to substitute diplomatic nego-
tiations for military power would be to
fall into a trap from which we could not
extricate ourselves.

This assumption, to be sure, has deep
roots in our history and our psychology.
Though perhaps no other nation of mod-
ern times has had such spectacular sue-,
cess at the diplomatic table as the Unit-
ed States, Americans have long deluded
themselves with the notion that their

nocent—have been consistently seduced
and betrayed by wily Old World diplo-
mats. This is, needless to say, fantasy.
The Treaty of Paris of 1783 represented
a spectacular triumph of American diplo-
mats over both the British and the
French, and the new nation found itself
not thirteen independent states hugging
the Atlantic but a vast empire. Twenty
years later Jefferson intended to secure

that, thanks to Napoleon’s impatience,
the Treaty of 1803 doubled the territory
of the United States without war and al-
most without cost. No one really won the
War of 1812, but American diplomats
won the negotiations at Ghent, and after
that treaty, and the Battle of New Or-
leans, Europe left America alone. In
1871, the United States collected sub-
i stantial awards from Great Britain for
1’ her violations of neutrality during the

o ~= le War—violations of international

“law that were tame compared with those
we now commit as a matter of course. In
1898, we dictated our own terms to
Spain; and if in 1919 Wilson was not able
to get all the Fourteen Points into the
Treaty of Versailles, he did get his asso-
ciates to set up a League of Nations,

which we subsequently scuttled. Cer-

-

diplomats—invariably virtuous and in- °

no more than New Orleans, but found

tainly we were in command in 1945, dic-
tating terms not only to Germany and
Japan but to our allies as well—terms
characterized on the whole by magna-
mm}__& Yalta, which most Americans
Have been led to believe & “diplomatic de-
feat, was no such thing: in the military
circumstances of February, 1945 (when
American forces had not yet crossed the
Rhine), it constituted an American
success.

As for violation of international law,
treaties, and agreements, and of the ter-
ritorial integrity of weaker nations, the
record of the Soviet Union is indeed de-
plorable. Whether it differs greatly from
the American record depends, no doubt,
apon the point of view. Little need to re-
hearse that record: suffice it to say that
the CIA has at least tried to be as sub-

Dommlcan Republie, and Guatemala was
1o less in violation of law than the Soviet
invasions of Hungary and Czechoslova-
kia, and that a ten-year undeclared war
Jin Vietnam, with casualties of some two
KmlﬂlOH both military and” c1v1han and
mardment with three times the ton-
!nage dropped on Germany and Japan in-
\World War IT contrasts unfavorably with
the much-condemned Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan. '
Nothing surprising about all this ex-
cept that a people brought up, for the
most part, on the New Testament should
so readily ignore the question raised by
Matthew: “Why beholdest thou the mote
that is in thy brother’s eye, but consider-
est not the beam that is in thine own.
eye?? -
A third assumptlon is rooted in the
secondTthat the Soviet Union is the mor-
i tal enemy of of the United States and thit
:Ii"‘“ aimosity 18 implacable. This as- .
sumptlon implicit in innumerable state-
\rments by President Reagan and Secre-
tary of Defense Caspar Weinberger,
dictates most of our current political and
military programs. The term “dictates”
is appropriate, for we no longer appear
to be masters of our own destiny or even
in control of our policies, but react with
almost Pavlovian response to the real or
imagined policies of the Soviet Union.
Clearly, our reaction to the Polish crisis
is animated more by hostility to the So-
viet Union than by compassion for
Poland.
i In all this we rarely ask ourselves
© what the Soviet Union has to gain by de-
E stroying the United States. In the past

t
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doctrines and pernicious examples
should extend over the whole of
America, what would become of our
religious and political institutions,
of the moral forces of our govern-
ments, and of the conservative sys-

{' neither ezarist nor Communist Russia

| has been an “enemy” of the United
States, and in the twentieth century
Russia was allied with or associated with
the United States in two major wars.
Eor [ s to e tem which has saved Europe from 47
nowledge that the Communists have complete dissolution? / ;
more ground for fearing the United ,ff
States than we have for fearing them: / Nor was this paranoia confined to
after all, American military forces invad- spokesmen of autocratic countries. Here
etl the Soviet Union at Archangel and - is what the leading British journal of its
Vladivostok to prevent the Bolshevik day—Blackwood’s Edinburgh Maga-
takeover and remained on Russian soil #ine—had to say of Lincoln’s Emancipa-
for well over two years: had Comimunist ~ tion Proclamation:
~forces mmvaded the Urited States in, let /Monstrous,
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cation. The new American republic did The exacerbation of anti-Russian
indeed threaten the peace and security ~Paranoia by this administration is not in
of Old World nations. Republicanism, de- fact in the mainstream of American ex-
mocracy, constitutionalism, and social perience. We have had less excuse for it
equality challenged all Old World monar-  than any other major nation, for since
chies and elass societies. That challenge 1815 We have never been threatened by
was practical—millions of Europeans external aggression by any nation ex-
found refuge in America—and it ‘was ¢eptJapan nor, except for the Civil War,
philosophical, as well. Listen to Prince Dby serious ideological conflicts.

* Metternich, the greatest and most pow-
rful European statesman of his genera-
tion, excoriate the United States for pro-

claiming the M ohroe Doctrine:

These United States . . . have sud-
denly left a sphere too narrow for
their ambition, and have astonished

\}“'“* - Europe by a new act of revolt, more

T

1%
It
I
l

junprovoked, fully as audacmus and
no less dangerous than the formel
{ [against Britain]. They have {dis-
tinetly and exactlylannounced their
-~ intention to set“'not only power
i against power, but, fo express it
more exactlyj altar aga*rnst altar. In

‘ 'thelr indecent declarations they

' have cast blame and scorn on the in-
stitutions of Europe most worthy of
respect. . . . In permitting them-
selves these unprovoked attacks, in
fostering revolutions wherever they
show themselves, in regretting
those which have failed, in extend-
ing a helping hand to those which
seem to prosper, they lend new
strength to the apostles of sedition,
and re-animate theé courage of every
conspirator. If this flood of evil

Our current crisis dramatizes the wis-
dom of President Washington’s warning,
in his Farewell Address:

. nothing is more essential than
that permanent, inveterate antipa-
thies dgainst particular nations . . .
be excluded; and that in place of
them just and amicable feelings to-
wards all should be cultivated. The
nation which indulges towards an-
other an habitual hatred or an habit-
ual fondness is in some degree a
slave. It is a slave to its animosity or
to its affection . . . Antipathy in one
nation against another disposes each
more readily to offer insult and
0]

IT IS PERHAPS THIS enslavement te our
own animosity that explains a fourth
major assumption—one we might eall
the Dr. Strangelove syndrome: that we
, could fight and “win” an atomic war, that
I the loss of 50 million to 100 million lives
‘ would be “acceptable,” that the Republic
L could survive and flourish after such a
victory.” An atomic war is no longer “un-
thinkable”; perhaps it never was: after
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all, we are the only nation ever to use
the atomic weapon against an enemy.
Now spokesmen ofboth our parties have
declared that in an “emergency” we

C/xﬁou d not hesitate to use it again. In all
\J this we are remlnded of the moral of
slavery: when a “necessary evil” be-
comes necessary enough, it ceases to be
an evil.

This philosophy is a product, or a by-
product, of a fifth assumption: that the
most effective Way, and perhaps the only

' way, to counter the threat of communism

" _1s neither political, economit, nor moral

““but quite simply military, and that the
mere thréat of overwhelming military
might will persuade all rivals to abandon
the field.

This is, to be sure, a familiar maxim: it
wag Voltaire who observed that God is
always for the big battalions. But there
is an older wisdom. More than three cen-
turies ago Irancis Bacon wrote, “Walled
towers, stored arsenals, and armories,
goodly races of horse, chariots of war,
elephants, ordnance, artillery and the
like—all this is but a sheep in lion’s skin,
except the breed and disposition of the
people be stout .

That is still true though we must
rephrase it to comport with modern
weaponry. The futility of reliance on su-
periority in nuclear arms should have
been clear as early as 1949, when the
Russians astonished most of the “ex-
perts” by detonating their own atomic
bomb a decade earlier than had been ex-
pected. Certainly it should be clear by
now that the Russians can produce any-
thing that we can broduce and that the
notion of “winning” an arms race is fan-
tasy. The hope—perhaps the only hope—

- of avoiding a nuclear war lies not in add-
- ing another $1,500 billion to the $2,000
billion we have already spent on the mili-
tary since the close of World War 1T but

in mutual abandonment of that race, and .

a eooperative program of systematic re-
duction of existing nuelear arms.

As for security, that is indeed to be
found in the “stoutness” and the disposi- -
tion of the people—in their courage, in-"
telligence,
the preservation and nurture of that ~
common wealth with which Nature has
endowed them. The most serious threat
to national security is in the wastage of
human and the exhaustion of natural re-
sourees. It 1gin pérmitting our industrial .
and technological enterprises, our trans-
portation system, our financial health, to
deteriorate, our cities to decay into

slums, our schools to fail of their primary
functions dof education, our society to be
ravaged by poverty, lawlessness, racial
strife, class hostilities, and injustice. It
is in a leadership that lacks prudence,
wisdom, and vision. It is in & society
whose leaders no longer invoke, and
whose people no longer take seriously,
those concepts of public virtue, of the
pursuit of happiness, and of the fiduciary
obligation to posterity that were the all-
but-universal precepts of the generation
that founded the Republic. !

A sixth assumption is a by-product of
the fifth: that the security of the United
States is bound up with and dependent
on whatever regimes throughout the

A4 g? @:IZ‘ /Z ﬁ{j i%’-»u—' AL

obe are ostentatiously ant“Commu-
nist. Our record here is a dismal one, yet |
instead of repudiating that record, the
present administration seems deter-
mined to outstrip it. We persist in re-
"L' -garding South Korea and Taiwan as not
Vonly friends but allies; we practically

*- forced Pakistan to accept billions of dol-

Jars for arms; we have abandoned all
pretense of holding aloof from the tyran-

feven conjure up a distinction betweer
“authoritarian” and “totalitarian” re-
gimes, whose only real distinetion is
whether they are authoritarian on our
side or not. The vocabulary of this ad-
. ministration, :as of Nixon’s, inevitably
L conjures up what Thucydides said of the
L corruption of language in the Athens of
hlS day: “What used to be described as a

» thoughtless act of aggression, was now

[jregarded as the courage one would ex-

i pect to find in a party member . . . fanat-

#ical enthusiasm was the mark of a real

{man . . . anyone who held violent opin-

+ ions could always be trusted . . . and to

i plot successfully was a sign of intel-

ligence.”

" To many of the peoples of the Third
World, and even of the European world,
the United States appears to be what
the Holy Alliance was in the early nine-
teenth century. The analogy does not fa-
vor the United States, for while the
Holy Alliance, for all its intervéntions in
Spain and Italy and Greece, had the
good sense to keep out of distant contin-

/lents, the United States does not. What
our interventions thrbughout the
globe—Vietnam, Cambodia, Angola,
Nicaragua, El Salvador, and Iran—have
in eommon with those of the Holy Alli-
ance is their failure.

UCH OF OUR NEW “imperialism” is

rooted in a seventh assumption:
that the United States iz not only 4
Western but an African and an_Asian
power < NoLaa % gt AMA

“THat the United States is a world pow-

er is incontestable. Clearly, too, it is by
virtue of geography an Atlantic power
and a Pacific power, and it is by virtue of

/) history something of a European pow-
/ er—a fact convincingly vindicated by
1 participation in two world wars. But the
] United States is no more an Asian power
than China or Japan is an American pow-

; er. We have never permitted an Asian
power to establish a military presence in
the American continents. We bought
Alaska from Russia, and the 1912 Lodge
,Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine ex-
tended that doectrine to “any Govern-
ment, not American.”’ It was the illusion

" that we could control the internal politics
lof China that distracted u$ from a recog-
nition of reality for a quarter-century:

;Ecertalnly the greatest blunder in the his-
,‘%1 ry of American diplomacy. Even now,
yhotwithstanding the commonsense re-
,ﬁrersal of that misguided policy by Nixon

and resourcefulness, and in - ;nical regimes of Chile and-Argentina; we# and Kissinger, we have not yet wholly

rid ourselves of the purblind notion that
we can, and should, “play the China
card”—a notion that in its arrogance and
in its wulgarity must represent the
low-water mark of American foreign
policy.

J:"lﬁu“xother corollary of our reliance on
the military for security is dramatized
by an eighth assumption: that to achieve
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